
 
 

Family Devotional Guide for Sunday, July 2nd

 
 
Preschool – Grade 3:   
 
Jesus tells a parable (a story to help us learn something about him) in Luke 18:9-14 about a humble tax 
collector and a proud Pharisee.  Read the parable with your child and explain that God rejects the 
proud but gives grace to the humble (see James 4:6).  The sin of pride keeps us from Jesus. Pride is 
thinking we are better than we really are.  Someone with the attitude of the Pharisee sees no need for 
Jesus. The Pharisee focused on sins he had avoided rather than confessing his sin, but the tax collector 
knew he had no standing before a righteous God. He asked for mercy, and God was merciful to him. 
 
God did not look at the Pharisee—nor does He ever look at us—and say, “Wow, that’s impressive.” 
God sees us for who we really are: sinners in need of forgiveness. Jesus took the punishment for our 
sin by dying on the cross. God wants everyone to be saved (see 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9), and we can come 
to Him with nothing but empty hands of faith. We can cry out to God like the tax collector and 
because of Jesus, God will forgive us. 
 
Grades 4-6: 
 
We’re continuing our series on discipleship this week by teaching about our relationship with Jesus.  
Time is required in any relationship to grow closer, and our relationship with the Lord is no different!  
Share with your child some of the ways that you struggle to spend time with God (reading the Bible, in 
prayer, in thankfulness, etc).  Now ask your child what keeps them from spending time with God.   
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 together.  This verse encourages us to “pray without ceasing.”  Share 
with your child that God really isn’t asking us to spend every second of everyday with our heads down 
and our eyes closed in conversation with him… but simply to live our lives in a prayerful way that 
brings our hurts, celebrations, and worries before him.  Also, (and perhaps more significantly) this 
reveals God’s heart towards his children.  He is always ready to listen and desires to always be in 
conversation with those whom he loves so much. 
 


